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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
FUDGE) (during the vote). Less than 2 
minutes remain in this vote. 

b 1642 

Mr. MINNICK changed his vote from 
‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

Stated for: 
Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker on rollcall 

No. 174, I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, today, March 
31st, I was detained in my district and there-
fore missed the 9 rollcall votes of the day. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 166 on Agreeing to 
the Resolution H. Res. 296—on Providing for 
the consideration of the Senate amendments 
to H.R. 1388. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 167 on the Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended 
H.R. 1259—Dextromethorphan Distribution 
Act. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote No. 168 on the Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as Amended 
H. Res. 282—Recognizing the 30th anniver-
sary of the peace treaty between Egypt and 
Israel. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 169 on the On Mo-
tion To Concur in the Senate Amendments to 
H.R. 1388—Generations Invigorating Vol-
unteerism and Education (GIVE) Act. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 170 on the On Mo-

tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended H.R. 577—Vision Care for Kids Act 
of 2009. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 171 on the Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 1253— 
Health Insurance Restrictions and Limitations 
Clarification Act. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 172 On Agreeing to 
the Resolution H. Res. 279—Providing for the 
expenses of certain committees of the House 
of Representatives in the One Hundred Elev-
enth Congress. 

Had I been present I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 173 on the Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 151—To 
establish the Daniel Webster Congressional 
Clerkship Program. 

Lastly, had I been present I would have 
voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote No. 174 on the 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 
1299—Capitol Police Administrative Technical 
Corrections Act of 2009. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, March 31, 2009. 

Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to section 
13101 of the HITECH Act (P.L. 111–5), I am 
pleased to appoint Mrs. Gayle Harrell of Stu-
art, Florida to the HIT Policy Committee. 

Mrs. Harrell has expressed interest in serv-
ing in this capacity and I am pleased to ful-
fill her request. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

b 1645 

HONORING FOUR SLAIN OAKLAND 
POLICE OFFICERS 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 290) honoring 
the lives, and mourning the loss, of 
Sergeant Mark Dunakin, Sergeant 
Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel Sakai, 
and Officer John Hege, members of the 
Oakland Police Department in Cali-
fornia who were brutally slain in the 
line of duty. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 290 

Whereas, since May 17, 1792, when Deputy 
Sheriff Isaac Smith of the New York City 
Sheriffs Office was killed, more than 18,270 
Federal, State, and local law enforcement of-
ficers have died in the line of duty; 

Whereas, on Saturday, March 21, 2009, in 
Oakland, California, Sergeant Mark 
Dunakin, Sergeant Ervin Romans, Sergeant 
Dan Sakai, and Officer John Hege, all of the 
Oakland Police Department, were killed by 
gunfire while serving in the line of duty; 

Whereas the senseless slaying of Sergeants 
Dunakin, Romans, and Sakai, and Officer 
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Hege represents the first multiple-fatality 
shooting incident of law enforcement officers 
in the United States in more than a year, 
and the first time in more than 15 years that 
4 law enforcement officers were killed by 
gunfire in the line of duty in a single inci-
dent; 

Whereas the killing of Sergeants Dunakin, 
Romans, and Sakai, and Officer Hege rep-
resents the deadliest incident involving Cali-
fornia public safety officers since the infa-
mous ‘‘Newhall Incident’’ occurred nearly 40 
years ago in Los Angeles County on April 6, 
1970, when 4 California highway patrolmen 
were killed in a gun battle with 2 heavily 
armed suspects, an incident so traumatic 
and shocking to the Nation that it galva-
nized the movement to reform police train-
ing procedures, firearms use, and arrest tech-
niques; 

Whereas the slaying of Sergeants Dunakin, 
Romans, and Sakai, and Officer Hege serve 
as a reminder that the risks assumed by po-
lice officers daily in serving and protecting 
their communities continue to be enormous, 
ever present, and lethal, even as the number 
of law enforcement officers killed by gunfire 
in the United States has steadily declined 
over the last 20 years; 

Whereas the bravery, devotion to duty, and 
love of community of these fallen heroes has 
forever earned them a place in the hearts 
and memories of the citizens they willingly 
risked their lives to protect, an honor that 
comes at enormous cost to the people who 
knew them best, loved them most, and re-
member them simply as husbands, fathers, 
brothers, sons, and friends; 

Whereas Sergeant Mark Dunakin of Tracy, 
California, was an 18-year veteran of the 
Oakland Police Department, a graduate of 
Chabot College in Hayward, California, an 
experienced homicide investigator, and ac-
cording to his captain, ‘‘a cop’s cop,’’ who 
was ‘‘absolutely committed to anything that 
he leads’’ and absolutely devoted to his wife 
Angela and their 3 children; 

Whereas Sergeant Ervin ‘‘Erv’’ Romans of 
Danville, California, was a 13-year veteran of 
the Oakland Police Department, one of the 
most capable members of the Oakland Police 
SWAT Team, and highly respected for his 
work in the Narcotics Division of the De-
partment, where he was responsible for solv-
ing several major drug cases; 

Whereas Sergeant Daniel Sakai of Castro 
Valley, California, was considered by his 
peers and supervisors as a rising star on the 
Oakland Police SWAT Team, where he 
served as leader of the entry team and was 
beloved for his dedication to serving others, 
as evidenced by his previous work as a com-
munity service officer at University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, escorting students around 
campus at night, and his tenure as an 
English teacher in Japan, but most of all by 
his devotion to his wife Jennifer and their 
young daughter; 

Whereas Officer John Hege of Concord, 
California, was a 10-year veteran of the Oak-
land Police Department who graduated from 
St. Mary’s College of California, taught at 
Tennyson High School in Hayward, Cali-
fornia, loved both his dog and umpiring high 
school baseball games, and knew the incred-
ible joy of realizing his cherished dream of 
becoming a motorcycle cop, and who could 
always be counted on by his colleagues to be 
one of the first to respond to requests for as-
sistance or to cheerfully volunteer to help on 
departmental projects; and 

Whereas in the face of this horrible loss, 
the people of Oakland, California, have come 
together and rededicated themselves to mak-
ing Oakland the safe and peaceful commu-
nity that Sergeants Dunakin, Romans, and 
Sakai, and Officer Hege sacrificed their lives 
to preserve and defend: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives extends its condolences to the families 
and loved ones of Oakland Police Depart-
ment Sergeant Mark Dunakin, Sergeant 
Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel Sakai, and 
Officer John Hege and stands in solidarity 
with the people of Oakland, California, their 
neighbors in the East Bay, and entire Bay 
Area community, as they celebrate the lives, 
and mourn the loss, of these 4 remarkable 
and selfless heroes who represented the best 
of their community and the future the peo-
ple of Oakland are determined to create for 
their children, grandchildren, and genera-
tions to come. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Michigan. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the reso-
lution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

This resolution honors the lives and 
mourns the loss of four Oakland, Cali-
fornia, police department officers. 
These honorable and brave officers 
were viciously slain by gunfire in the 
line of duty on Saturday, March 21, 
2009. By way of this resolution, the 
House of Representatives extends its 
condolences to the families and loved 
ones of those police officers, and we 
join with the City of Oakland and the 
entire Bay Area in grieving the deaths 
of these exemplary public servants who 
gave their lives to protect the Oakland 
community. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
this resolution, H. Res. 290. This resolu-
tion honors the lives of Oakland Police 
Department’s Sergeant Mark Dunakin, 
Sergeant Ervin Romans, Sergeant Dan-
iel Sakai, and Officer John Hege. 

Madam Speaker, just a little over 2 
weeks ago on March 21, these peace of-
ficers were brutally slain while in the 
line of duty protecting the people of 
the State of California. These officers 
were valuable members of their police 
department, they were community 
leaders, and they were family men. 
They risked their lives every day to 
protect their fellow Californians, and 
at the end of the day, they were all 
killed for doing so. 

Sergeant Mark Dunakin was an 18- 
year veteran of the Oakland Police De-
partment and resided in Tracy, Cali-
fornia. According to his captain, the 
experienced homicide investigator was 
absolutely committed to every inves-

tigation he led. He leaves behind his 
wife Angela and their three small chil-
dren. 

Sergeant Ervin Romans, ‘‘Erv’’ to his 
friends, was from Danville, California. 
He gave 13 years of service to the Oak-
land Police Department. He was a 
member of the police SWAT team and 
highly regarded for his work with the 
narcotics division in solving several 
complex drug cases in California. 

Sergeant Daniel Sakai of Castro Val-
ley, California, was also a member of 
the police SWAT team. While he’s re-
membered for his outstanding work on 
the SWAT team, he’s also remembered 
and respected for his love of serving 
other people, most notably during his 
time as a community officer at the 
University of California in Berkeley. 
And he also taught English in Japan. 

He was a devoted husband and father 
to his wife Jennifer and their young 
daughter. 

Officer John Hege of Concord, Cali-
fornia, was a 10-year veteran of the 
Oakland Police Department and was 
known by his colleagues for his willing-
ness to help out with any department 
projects. Before joining the force, Offi-
cer Hege was a high school teacher and 
spent his free time umpiring high 
school baseball games. 

Madam Speaker, almost 40 years ago, 
four California Highway Patrolmen 
lost their lives in the line of duty in a 
single incident. Since that time, our 
Nation’s law enforcement officers have 
made a considerable effort to reform 
police safety training programs and 
procedures. And because of that dedi-
cated work over the past 20 years, 
we’ve seen a decrease in the number of 
police officers killed by gunfire. 

Although there has been great 
progress in protecting the safety of 
these men and women who wear the 
uniform, the death of these four offi-
cers serve as a reminder to the whole 
country that our Nation’s law enforce-
ment officials still face dangerous and 
potentially deadly situations every 
day. When a peace officer puts on a 
uniform in the morning, they represent 
everything that is good and right about 
our country. 

Today, we honor the lives and the 
commitment to protecting our commu-
nity of these four peace officers. 

I urge the adoption of this resolution. 
I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I am 

proud now to yield to the author of this 
resolution, the distinguished gentle-
lady from Oakland, California, the 
chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Ms. BARBARA LEE, for as much 
time as she may consume. 

Ms. LEE of California. First, Chair-
man CONYERS, let me thank you for 
your leadership and for helping to ex-
pedite the consideration of this resolu-
tion before us today. And let me com-
mend the work of our staff—Danielle 
Brown, Karas Patterson of the Judici-
ary Committee, and Christos Tsentas 
and Gregory Berry of my office—for 
their excellent work on this resolution. 
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Also, I want to express my gratitude 

to Speaker PELOSI and Majority Leader 
HOYER and all of those who were able 
to make sure that we were able to 
honor our fallen police officers today. 

I must say, the lives of four police of-
ficers who we lost were honored and 
were mourned at a memorial last week, 
and this memorial was so big—20,000 
people—that we had to have the memo-
rial service in the Oracle Arena in Oak-
land, California. 

It’s really with a very heavy heart 
that I introduce this resolution hon-
oring their lives and mourning the 
losses of Sergeant Mark Dunakin, Ser-
geant Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel 
Sakai, and Officer John Hege. All were 
officers of the Oakland police force. 
They were brutally slain in the line of 
duty 10 days ago. 

Madam Speaker, the death of any law 
enforcement officer or first responder 
in the line of duty is a loss felt by so 
many people in so many communities. 
The tragic deaths of the heroes we 
honor in this resolution is no different. 
These wonderful men may have served 
and protected the people of Oakland, 
California, in my congressional dis-
trict, but off duty they devoted their 
lives to improving the neighboring 
East Bay communities where they 
lived: Castro Valley, Danville, Tracy, 
and Concord, California. This resolu-
tion is cosponsored by the entire Cali-
fornia Congressional Delegation, in-
cluding Speaker PELOSI. 

So I just want to thank them all for 
their support, especially Congress-
woman TAUSCHER and Congressman 
MCNERNEY, each of whom represented 
one of the officers we honor today and 
with whom I worked very closely on 
this resolution. 

As I said earlier, the number of per-
sons seeking to pay their respects to 
the fallen officers was so great, more 
than 20,000, that the memorial service 
was held at Oracle Arena. Among those 
in attendance were Governor 
Schwarzenegger, Senator FEINSTEIN, 
and Senator BOXER, Oakland Mayor 
Ron Dellums and California Attorney 
General Jerry Brown. They were joined 
by thousands of fellow police officers 
and elected officials from around the 
country. President Obama also sent his 
condolences. 

This is a small but fitting tribute, 
Madam Speaker, to four good men who 
routinely performed great deeds and 
who gave their lives in service to the 
people of Oakland, California. Their 
sacrifice increases by four the number 
of law enforcement officers who have 
died in the line of duty since May 17, 
1792, when Deputy Sheriff Isaac Smith 
of the New York City Sheriff’s Office 
was killed. 

According to the National Law En-
forcement Officer’s Memorial Fund—an 
invaluable source, I might say, of his-
torical and statistical information— 
that roll of honor now lists more than 
18,270 names, each of which is engraved 
on the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cer’s Memorial located in Washington, 
D.C. 

In May, 2010, the names of Sergeant 
Mark Dunakin, Ervin Romans, Daniel 
Sakai and Officer John Hege will be 
added to those of their fallen brothers 
and sisters. 

The senseless slayings of these offi-
cers represents the first multiple-fatal-
ity shooting incident in more than 1 
year and the first time in more than 15 
years that four law enforcement offi-
cers were killed by gunfire in the line 
of duty in a single incident. 

Madam Speaker, this tragedy also 
represents the deadliest incident in-
volving California public safety officers 
since the infamous Newhall Incident, 
which occurred nearly 40 years ago in 
Los Angeles County on April 6, 1970, 
when four California Highway Patrol-
men were killed in a gun battle with 
two heavily armed suspects. The 
Newhall Incident so traumatized and 
shocked the Nation that it galvanized 
the movement that led to the reform of 
police training procedures, firearms 
use, and arrest techniques. 

The slayings of these four officers re-
mind us that the risks assumed by po-
lice officers daily in serving and pro-
tecting their communities continue to 
be enormous, ever-present, and, often 
times, lethal. 

Their deaths also challenge us to re-
double our efforts to ensure that law 
enforcement personnel have the train-
ing, the resources, and assistance and 
support needed to make our commu-
nity safer, not only for the people who 
live there, but also for the people who 
serve those communities. 

So, Madam Speaker, let me just say 
that the bravery, the devotion to duty, 
and the love of community of these 
fallen heroes has forever earned them a 
place in the hearts and memories of the 
citizens they willingly risked their 
lives to protect. 

But that honor comes at an enor-
mous cost to the people who knew 
them best, who loved them most, and 
remember them simply as husbands, fa-
thers, brothers, sons, and friends. 

Sergeant Dunakin of Tracy, Cali-
fornia, was an 18-year veteran of the 
Oakland Police Department, a grad-
uate of Chabot College in Hayward, an 
experienced homicide investigator. Ac-
cording to his captain, he was a ‘‘cop’s 
cop,’’ one who was ‘‘absolutely com-
mitted to anything that he leads’’ and 
absolutely devoted to his wife, Angela, 
and their three children. 

Sergeant Ervin Romans of Danville, 
California, a decorated former Marine 
Corps drill sergeant, was a 13-year vet-
eran of the Oakland Police Depart-
ment. He was also one of the ablest 
members of the Oakland Police SWAT 
Team, and was highly respected for his 
work in the narcotics division, where 
he was responsible for solving several 
major drug cases. 

In 1999, he was awarded the Oakland 
Police Department’s highest honor, the 
Medal of Valor, for helping to save resi-
dents in a West Oakland fire. Sergeant 
Romans is survived by his widow and 
his three children. 

Sergeant Sakai of Castro Valley, 
California, was considered by his peers 
and supervisors as a rising star on the 
Oakland Police SWAT Team, where he 
served as leader of the entry team. He 
was beloved for his dedication to serv-
ing others, as evidenced by his previous 
work as a community service officer at 
the University of California, Berkeley, 
escorting students around campus at 
night, and by his tenure as an English 
teacher in Japan. He leaves to cherish 
his memory a wife and a young daugh-
ter. 

And then there is Officer John Hege 
of Concord, California. John was a 10- 
year veteran of the Oakland Police De-
partment and a graduate of St. Mary’s 
College in California. Before joining 
the department, he taught at Tennyson 
High School in Hayward. And how he 
loved both his dog and umpiring high 
school baseball teams was remarkable. 
Those who knew him well knew how 
happy he was to realize his dream of 
becoming a motorcycle cop. 

Officer Hege could always be counted 
on by his colleagues to be one of the 
first to respond to requests for assist-
ance or to cheerfully volunteer to help 
on departmental projects. He will be 
greatly missed. 

Madam Speaker, in the face of this 
horrible loss and for the people of Oak-
land, California, we stand together in 
our resolve to make our city safer and 
peaceful, and we resolve that Sergeants 
Dunakin, Romans, Sakai, and Officer 
Hege, who sacrificed their lives, will be 
remembered and honored as those who 
really loved the community and did 
protect and defend it. Only by achiev-
ing our goals of peace, nonviolence, and 
resolutions of conflicts by peaceful 
means will we be able to achieve a 
truly peaceful community, and then 
repay the debt that we owe to these 
four remarkable human beings who 
made the supreme sacrifice to keep us 
safe. 

Let me close with a passage from 
President Obama’s statement on the 
tragic loss of our police officers. 

b 1700 
He said, ‘‘Our Nation is grateful for 

the men and women of law enforcement 
who work tirelessly to ensure the safe-
ty of our citizens and our neighbor-
hoods. They risk their lives each day 
on our behalf and ask little in return. 
And although the danger of their work 
is well-known, words still fail to ex-
plain the senseless violence that claims 
so many of them. 

‘‘As we honor their memories, I hope 
each of you will take comfort in know-
ing that their commitment to their fel-
low man will never be forgotten. We 
will always carry them in our hearts, 
and their legacy of service will inspire 
us as we work together toward a better 
Oakland, a better world.’’ 

Thank you, Chairman CONYERS, for 
your assistance with this resolution. 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 
Washington, DC, March 27, 2009. 

I was deeply saddened to learn of the tragic 
loss of Sgt. Mark Dunakin, Officer John 
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Hege, Sgt. Ervin Romans, and Sgt. Daniel 
Sakai. Michelle and I hold their families and 
your community in our thoughts and pray-
ers. 

Our Nation is grateful for the men and 
women of law enforcement who work tire-
lessly to ensure the safety of our citizens and 
our neighborhoods. They risk their lives 
each day on our behalf and ask little in re-
turn. And although the danger of their work 
is well known, words still fail to explain the 
senseless violence that claims so many of 
them. 

Sgt. Dunakin, Officer Hege, Sgt. Romans 
and Sgt. Sakai were taken from us far too 
soon, and their loss reminds us that the work 
to which they dedicated their lives remains 
undone. 

As we honor their memories, I hope each of 
you will take comfort in knowing that their 
commitment to their fellow man will never 
be forgotten. We will always carry them in 
our hearts, and their legacy of service will 
inspire us as we work together toward a bet-
ter Oakland, a better world. 

Michelle and I offer our heartfelt sym-
pathy. May their sacrifices be rewarded with 
eternal peace. 

BARACK OBAMA. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I’m 
honored now to yield 1 minute to the 
distinguished Speaker of the House, 
NANCY PELOSI, the gentlewoman from 
California. 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the distinguished chairman for 
yielding, as I join my colleagues in 
commemorating and honoring the 
memory of the Oakland, California, po-
lice officers who were senselessly mur-
dered while on duty. I associate myself 
with the remarks of Congresswoman 
BARBARA LEE, author of this resolu-
tion, and join Congresswoman 
TAUSCHER and Congressman MCNERNEY 
in again remembering these brave he-
roes. 

Madam Speaker, our colleague, Con-
gresswoman LEE, spelled it out so very 
well, the senselessness of these deaths, 
the heroism of these police officers, 
and the quality of their lives. As elect-
ed officials, our first responsibility is 
to protect the American people, wheth-
er in their homes, their neighborhoods 
and communities, or to protect our 
country as a Nation. This is not pos-
sible without the heroic courage of our 
public safety officers in our country. 

Every day when they leave for work, 
they risk not coming home. I hope that 
their families don’t think of that every 
day, but on a day in March, this fact 
was driven home very brutally to four 
families. 

Madam Speaker, a giant pall hangs 
over the Bay Area in California. These 
deaths have hit people very, very hard, 
as you would expect, and I think you 
can feel some of that in this Chamber 
this afternoon because of these per-
sonal losses and individuals who were 
killed, and also because of the threat 
that this is to every public safety offi-
cer in our country. 

I’m so proud to be able to speak 
about this resolution honoring the 
lives and mourning the deaths of four 
Oakland, California, Police Depart-
ment officers. Their names have been 
mentioned, but I think they deserve 

being mentioned over and over again: 
Sergeant Mark Dunakin, Sergeant 
Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel Sakai, 
and Officer John Hege. 

I hope that it’s a comfort to their 
families and to their friends that so 
many people throughout our country, 
starting with the President of the 
United States, the dignitaries that 
Congresswoman LEE said were at the 
service, and spoke, some of them, at 
the service. But probably more impor-
tant than all of that are all of the peo-
ple, the everyday people in the coun-
try, in Oakland, and the Bay Area, who 
feel this loss very, very personally. 

In our resolution that has been put 
forth by the committee, we talk about 
these four brave officers and that ‘‘the 
senseless slayings of Sergeants 
Dunakin, Romans, and Sakai, and Offi-
cer Hege represents the first multiple- 
fatality shooting of law enforcement 
officers in the United States in more 
than a year.’’ And, ‘‘whereas the kill-
ing of’’ these gentlemen represents the 
deadliest incident in California public 
safety since the Newhall Incident, 
which was referenced by Congress-
woman LEE. That was a long time ago, 
40 years ago, and these senseless 
killings ‘‘serve as a reminder that the 
risks assumed by police officers daily 
in serving and protecting their commu-
nities continues to be enormous.’’ 

It recognizes the bravery, the devo-
tion to duty, and the love of commu-
nity of these fallen heroes, and that 
they have forever earned a place in the 
hearts and memories of the citizens 
they willingly risked their lives for. 

Congresswoman LEE went into the 
personal stories of Sergeant Dunakin, 
Sergeant Romans, Sergeant Sakai and 
Officer Hege. So I won’t repeat that ex-
cept to take pride in their personal 
lives, as well as their professional exe-
cution of their duties. 

And whereas, in this resolution, we 
say, ‘‘in the face of this horrible loss, 
the people of Oakland, California, have 
come together and rededicated them-
selves to making Oakland’’ a better 
place as the Congresswoman ref-
erenced, I also want her to know that 
our entire State feels their pain, prays 
for the families of those who were lost, 
and also extends our sympathy to all of 
them. 

I think I can say that without any 
fear of contradiction that, as Speaker 
of the House, I speak for all of us here 
when I say to those families, thank 
you, we’re sorry, we’re praying for you, 
and your loved ones will always have a 
place in our hearts and in history as 
heroes for our people. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CONYERS. I’m pleased now to 
yield as much time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCNERNEY), a cosponsor. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of 
H. Res. 290, a resolution honoring the 
lives, and mourning the loss, of four 

Oakland police officers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. 

Madam Speaker, these were men of 
flesh and blood, with dreams and hopes 
and families, and their lives were cut 
short by senseless violence this month. 
I just want to say a few words about 
each one of them in honor of their sac-
rifice. 

Sergeant Mark Dunakin lived in my 
district and served in Oakland for 18 
years as a police officer, the last 10 of 
which as a sergeant in the criminal in-
vestigation division. His work inves-
tigating homicides made our streets 
safer and more secure. Sergeant 
Dunakin, from Tracy, California, 
leaves behind a wife and three children. 

Sergeant Ervin Romans, who was 
also a resident in my district, was con-
sidered one of the most skillful and 
knowledgeable members of the Oak-
land Police Department’s SWAT team. 
Sergeant Romans, a former Marine, 
made a number of high-profile drug ar-
rests during his tenure in the narcotics 
department. He was known for his dedi-
cation and work ethic. Sergeant Ro-
mans, a resident of Danville, also 
leaves behind a wife and three children. 

Sergeant Daniel Sakai, only 35 years 
young, studied forestry at UC Berke-
ley, where he also served as a campus 
community service officer. He began 
his dedication in service to community 
as a Boy Scout, eventually obtaining 
the rank of Eagle Scout. He leaves be-
hind a wife and a young daughter who 
will miss him dearly. 

Officer John Hege recently achieved 
his dream of joining the department’s 
motorcycle unit before that fateful 
Saturday. Before he joined the force, 
he was a teacher in Hayward. He con-
tinued to work with teens even after he 
became a police officer, serving as a 
high school baseball umpire. He was 
known for his cheerful attitude, friend-
ly nature, and his eagerness to help 
those in need. 

Madam Speaker, these officers rep-
resented the best our society has to 
offer. They will be sorely missed, but 
their dedication to duty is an example 
for all of us. I join all of northern Cali-
fornia, and the Nation, in mourning 
their loss and honoring these heroes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-
serve my time. 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I’m 
pleased to yield as much time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK), who represents 
the Upper Peninsula and is a former 
law enforcement person himself. 

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for yielding to me. 

I rise in support of this resolution 
and to pay tribute to the four Oakland 
Police Department officers who were 
fatally shot in the line of duty on 
March 21. 

Sergeants Mark Dunakin, Ervin Ro-
mans, Daniel Sakai, and motorcycle of-
ficer John Hege were brutally mur-
dered on a Saturday afternoon during 
the course of what began as a routine 
traffic stop and resulted in a massive 
manhunt. 
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The shootings were the deadliest in-

cident for U.S. law enforcement since 9/ 
11 and the deadliest in California in 40 
years. Although these tragic events oc-
curred more than 2,000 miles from my 
district, the people of northern Michi-
gan join Oakland, California, and the 
Nation in paying tribute to these true 
heroes. 

Sergeant Ervin Romans, who died of 
gunshot wounds in the second of the 
two shooting incidents on that day, 
was the son of Chester and Sueko Ro-
mans of Ironwood Township in Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula. 

Family and friends in Ironwood and 
across the Upper Peninsula have, in re-
cent days, shared fond memories of 
Sergeant Romans. Although he was liv-
ing and working in California as a 
SWAT team leader for the Oakland Po-
lice Department, Sergeant Romans 
grew up in Ironwood, where he grad-
uated from Luther L. Wright High 
School in 1983 before leaving to become 
a decorated Marine. 

After his service to our Nation in the 
Marine Corps and as an Oakland Hous-
ing Authority police officer, Romans 
dreamed of joining the Oakland Police 
Department. That dream came true in 
1996. In 1999, Romans received the de-
partment’s highest honor, the Medal of 
Valor, for helping save residents in a 
West Oakland fire. 

He was promoted to sergeant in 2005 
and worked narcotics cases and on the 
crime-reduction team, which was 
worked to combat street-level nar-
cotics problems and associated vio-
lence. Ervin Romans was also a firing 
range master sergeant. 

Sergeant Romans was one of the 
SWAT steam members who on March 
21 stormed the apartment where pa-
rolee and suspect Lovelle Mixon was 
hiding in a closet. Sergeant Romans 
was shot inside the apartment and died 
of gunshot wounds later that day. 

Ervin, or Erv to his family and 
friends, was a son, husband and father 
of three. He lived in Danville, Cali-
fornia, with his wife, Laura, and three 
children, Kristina, Justin and Kayla. 

Childhood friends and family remain-
ing in the Ironwood area will pay trib-
ute to Sergeant Romans at a funeral 
service in Ironwood on April 4. 

As a former Escanaba City Police Of-
ficer and Michigan State Police Troop-
er, the loss of a law enforcement officer 
is especially painful. When I came to 
Congress, I founded the Law Enforce-
ment Caucus, which exists to advocate 
for police officers and their families all 
across our country. This shooting re-
minds us how men and women in law 
enforcement face unknown dangers 
every day to keep us safe and our fami-
lies safer. 

Like so many law enforcement offi-
cers across our country, Sergeants Ro-
mans, Dunakin, Sakai, and Officer 
Hege dedicated their lives to our safe-
ty. Madam Speaker, I join Congress-
woman LEE and all of my colleagues in 
honoring these men for their service 
and sacrifice, and in offering the con-

dolences of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to their families and 
friends. 

I thank the gentleman. 
Mr. POE of Texas. I continue to re-

serve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 

have no further speakers, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself as much time as I may 
consume. 

Madam Speaker, not a day goes by 
that law enforcement officers do not 
face danger in the mission to keep us 
safe from crime, acts of violence, and 
even terrorism. 

As founder and a co-chairman of the 
Congressional Victims Rights Caucus, I 
know unfortunately peace officers are 
also often victims of criminal conduct. 
After all, they are the last strand of 
wire in the fence between the law and 
the lawless. 

Over my years as a prosecutor and a 
judge, I have known several police offi-
cers who gave their lives for the rest of 
us. Today, we are grateful for the fami-
lies and to the officers of California 
who selflessly gave their lives while 
protecting the rest of us: Sergeant 
Dunakin, Sergeant Romans, Sergeant 
Daniel Sakai, and Officer John Hege. 

Madam Speaker, on May 15, on the 
West side of the Capitol grounds, we 
honor all peace officers that have been 
killed in the line of duty in the United 
States. There will be thousands of 
peace officers from all over the United 
States, and the families of the slain 
will be not far from where we are today 
to honor those. This year we will honor 
four more from Oakland, California. 

I would like to thank my colleague, 
the gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
LEE) for introducing this resolution 
and the chairman for expediting this 
legislation to the House. 

Mr. HONDA. Madam Speaker, today, the 
House of Representatives considered H. Res. 
290, a resolution honoring the lives and 
mourning the tragic loss of four Oakland police 
officers who were killed in the line of duty. I 
commend the valor of Sergeant Mark Dunakin, 
Sergeant Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel 
Sakai, and Officer John Hege. These men 
were not just police officers, but fathers, sons, 
brothers, husbands, and friends. My heart 
goes out to those closest to them, that they 
may find comfort and peace in their friends 
and families. 

Police officers risk their lives every day to 
keep Americans safe, and their heroic deeds 
do not go unnoticed by their communities. 
Candlelight vigils and prayer ceremonies 
throughout California as well as the huge swell 
of public emotion at the passing of these four 
brave police officers show that Americans un-
derstand and value the sacrifices made by po-
lice officers. 

I stand in solidarity with these supporters, 
and vow that we will not forget these four 
brave men. We will keep them in our hearts 
as we strive to make cities and communities 
safer and bring crime rates down. We will 
keep them in our minds as we attempt to do 
a better job of reforming convicts and rehabili-
tating parolees. As we consider this resolution 

today, let us rededicate ourselves to the pro-
tection of our communities and our law en-
forcement, so that the deaths of these four 
men will not have been in vain. 

Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 290: Honoring the lives and 
mourning the loss of Sergeant Mark Dunakin, 
Sergeant Ervin Romans, Sergeant Daniel 
Sakai, and Officer John Hege, members of the 
Oakland, California Police Department. 

On March 21, 2009, Sergeants Dunakin, 
Romans, Sakai, and Officer Hege were shot 
and killed in the line of duty, giving their lives 
to protect our community. This tragedy serves 
as a reminder of the great sacrifices police of-
ficers make to protect us, and underscores the 
need to end violent crime in our nation. 

I extend my deepest gratitude for the serv-
ice of Sergeants Dunakin, Romans, Sakai, 
and Officer Hege to the Oakland Police De-
partment and my heartfelt condolences to their 
families, friends, and our community. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in supporting this resolu-
tion. 

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, I want 
to thank my good friend from Oakland, Ms. 
BARBARA LEE, for her tireless service and for 
introducing this resolution. 

I rise today to honor the lives of four Oak-
land Police Officers, who were tragically killed 
in the line of duty on March 21, 2009. Officer 
John R. Hege, Sergeant Mark Dunakin, SWAT 
Sergeant Ervin Romans, and Sergeant Daniel 
Sakai. 

I want to take a few moments to honor Offi-
cer Hege, a resident of Concord and Califor-
nia’s Tenth Congressional district. 

Throughout his life, John nurtured a love of 
sports and the outdoors. To his friends, he 
was ‘‘outgoing and friendly, an honest and 
fair-minded man.’’ The Contra Costa Times 
described him ‘‘as a good-natured sports fan 
with a hearty laugh, nonstop energy and a 
heart of gold.’’ 

John was foremost a public servant. He at-
tended Piedmont schools growing up, 
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout, and grad-
uated from Saint Mary’s College in Moraga in 
1990. He began his career as a high school 
teacher, coaching and officiating basketball 
and football. He joined the Oakland Police De-
partment Reserves in 1993 and became a full- 
time officer in 1999. 

He continued his passion for teaching as a 
police cadet instructor. Officer Hege’s lifetime 
of service continued until the final moments of 
his life. He underwent surgery to donate his 
organs to save the lives of four others. He is 
survived by his parents, John and Tamra 
Hege. 

The brazen assault on the Oakland Police 
Officers is a tragic reminder of the lengths our 
police officers go to keep our families and 
communities safe. I ask all Americans to join 
us in honoring the life and achievements of 
Officer John R. Hege and his fellow officers. 

Mr. POE of Texas. I yield back the 
remainder of my time and urge the 
adoption of this resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
CONYERS) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 290. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 
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Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on 

that I demand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

b 1715 

FREE FLOW OF INFORMATION ACT 
OF 2009 

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 985) to maintain the free flow 
of information to the public by pro-
viding conditions for the federally 
compelled disclosure of information by 
certain persons connected with the 
news media. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 985 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Free Flow of 
Information Act of 2009’’. 
SEC. 2. COMPELLED DISCLOSURE FROM COV-

ERED PERSONS. 
(a) CONDITIONS FOR COMPELLED DISCLO-

SURE.—In any matter arising under Federal 
law, a Federal entity may not compel a cov-
ered person to provide testimony or produce 
any document related to information ob-
tained or created by such covered person as 
part of engaging in journalism, unless a 
court determines by a preponderance of the 
evidence, after providing notice and an op-
portunity to be heard to such covered per-
son— 

(1) that the party seeking to compel pro-
duction of such testimony or document has 
exhausted all reasonable alternative sources 
(other than the covered person) of the testi-
mony or document; 

(2) that— 
(A) in a criminal investigation or prosecu-

tion, based on information obtained from a 
person other than the covered person— 

(i) there are reasonable grounds to believe 
that a crime has occurred; and 

(ii) the testimony or document sought is 
critical to the investigation or prosecution 
or to the defense against the prosecution; or 

(B) in a matter other than a criminal in-
vestigation or prosecution, based on infor-
mation obtained from a person other than 
the covered person, the testimony or docu-
ment sought is critical to the successful 
completion of the matter; 

(3) in the case that the testimony or docu-
ment sought could reveal the identity of a 
source of information or include any infor-
mation that could reasonably be expected to 
lead to the discovery of the identity of such 
a source, that— 

(A) disclosure of the identity of such a 
source is necessary to prevent, or to identify 
any perpetrator of, an act of terrorism 
against the United States or its allies or 
other significant and specified harm to na-
tional security with the objective to prevent 
such harm; 

(B) disclosure of the identity of such a 
source is necessary to prevent imminent 
death or significant bodily harm with the ob-
jective to prevent such death or harm, re-
spectively; 

(C) disclosure of the identity of such a 
source is necessary to identify a person who 
has disclosed— 

(i) a trade secret, actionable under section 
1831 or 1832 of title 18, United States Code; 

(ii) individually identifiable health infor-
mation, as such term is defined in section 
1171(6) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
1320d(6)), actionable under Federal law; or 

(iii) nonpublic personal information, as 
such term is defined in section 509(4) of the 
Gramm-Leach-Biley Act (15 U.S.C. 6809(4)), of 
any consumer actionable under Federal law; 
or 

(D)(i) disclosure of the identity of such a 
source is essential to identify in a criminal 
investigation or prosecution a person who 
without authorization disclosed properly 
classified information and who at the time of 
such disclosure had authorized access to 
such information; and 

(ii) such unauthorized disclosure has 
caused or will cause significant and 
articulable harm to the national security; 
and 

(4) that the public interest in compelling 
disclosure of the information or document 
involved outweighs the public interest in 
gathering or disseminating news or informa-
tion. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO CONSIDER NATIONAL SE-
CURITY INTEREST.—For purposes of making a 
determination under subsection (a)(4), a 
court may consider the extent of any harm 
to national security. 

(c) LIMITATIONS ON CONTENT OF INFORMA-
TION.—The content of any testimony or doc-
ument that is compelled under subsection (a) 
shall— 

(1) not be overbroad, unreasonable, or op-
pressive and, as appropriate, be limited to 
the purpose of verifying published informa-
tion or describing any surrounding cir-
cumstances relevant to the accuracy of such 
published information; and 

(2) be narrowly tailored in subject matter 
and period of time covered so as to avoid 
compelling production of peripheral, non-
essential, or speculative information. 

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed as applying to 
civil defamation, slander, or libel claims or 
defenses under State law, regardless of 
whether or not such claims or defenses, re-
spectively, are raised in a State or Federal 
court. 

(e) EXCEPTION RELATING TO CRIMINAL OR 
TORTIOUS CONDUCT.—The provisions of this 
section shall not prohibit or otherwise limit 
a Federal entity in any matter arising under 
Federal law from compelling a covered per-
son to disclose any information, record, doc-
ument, or item obtained as the result of the 
eyewitness observation by the covered per-
son of alleged criminal conduct or as the re-
sult of the commission of alleged criminal or 
tortious conduct by the covered person, in-
cluding any physical evidence or visual or 
audio recording of the conduct, if a Federal 
court determines that the party seeking to 
compel such disclosure has exhausted all 
other reasonable efforts to obtain the infor-
mation, record, document, or item, respec-
tively, from alternative sources. The pre-
vious sentence shall not apply, and sub-
sections (a) and (b) shall apply, in the case 
that the alleged criminal conduct observed 
by the covered person or the alleged criminal 
or tortious conduct committed by the cov-
ered person is the act of transmitting or 
communicating the information, record, doc-
ument, or item sought for disclosure. 
SEC. 3. COMPELLED DISCLOSURE FROM COMMU-

NICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDERS. 
(a) CONDITIONS FOR COMPELLED DISCLO-

SURE.—With respect to testimony or any doc-
ument consisting of any record, information, 
or other communication that relates to a 
business transaction between a communica-
tions service provider and a covered person, 
section 2 shall apply to such testimony or 

document if sought from the communica-
tions service provider in the same manner 
that such section applies to any testimony 
or document sought from a covered person. 

(b) NOTICE AND OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED TO 
COVERED PERSONS.—A court may compel the 
testimony or disclosure of a document under 
this section only after the party seeking 
such a document provides the covered person 
who is a party to the business transaction 
described in subsection (a)— 

(1) notice of the subpoena or other compul-
sory request for such testimony or disclosure 
from the communications service provider 
not later than the time at which such sub-
poena or request is issued to the communica-
tions service provider; and 

(2) an opportunity to be heard before the 
court before the time at which the testimony 
or disclosure is compelled. 

(c) EXCEPTION TO NOTICE REQUIREMENT.— 
Notice under subsection (b)(1) may be de-
layed only if the court involved determines 
by clear and convincing evidence that such 
notice would pose a substantial threat to the 
integrity of a criminal investigation. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE PROVIDER.— 

The term ‘‘communications service pro-
vider’’— 

(A) means any person that transmits infor-
mation of the customer’s choosing by elec-
tronic means; and 

(B) includes a telecommunications carrier, 
an information service provider, an inter-
active computer service provider, and an in-
formation content provider (as such terms 
are defined in sections 3 and 230 of the Com-
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 153, 230)). 

(2) COVERED PERSON.—The term ‘‘covered 
person’’ means a person who regularly gath-
ers, prepares, collects, photographs, records, 
writes, edits, reports, or publishes news or 
information that concerns local, national, or 
international events or other matters of pub-
lic interest for dissemination to the public 
for a substantial portion of the person’s live-
lihood or for substantial financial gain and 
includes a supervisor, employer, parent, sub-
sidiary, or affiliate of such covered person. 
Such term shall not include— 

(A) any person who is a foreign power or an 
agent of a foreign power, as such terms are 
defined in section 101 of the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act of 1978 (50 U.S.C. 
1801); 

(B) any organization designated by the 
Secretary of State as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization in accordance with section 219 of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1189); 

(C) any person included on the Annex to 
Executive Order No. 13224, of September 23, 
2001, and any other person identified under 
section 1 of that Executive order whose prop-
erty and interests in property are blocked by 
that section; 

(D) any person who is a specially des-
ignated terrorist, as that term is defined in 
section 595.311 of title 31, Code of Federal 
Regulations (or any successor thereto); or 

(E) any terrorist organization, as that 
term is defined in section 212(a)(3)(B)(vi)(II) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1182(a)(3)(B)(vi)(II)). 

(3) DOCUMENT.—The term ‘‘document’’ 
means writings, recordings, and photo-
graphs, as those terms are defined by Federal 
Rule of Evidence 1001 (28 U.S.C. App.). 

(4) FEDERAL ENTITY.—The term ‘‘Federal 
entity’’ means an entity or employee of the 
judicial or executive branch or an adminis-
trative agency of the Federal Government 
with the power to issue a subpoena or issue 
other compulsory process. 

(5) JOURNALISM.—The term ‘‘journalism’’ 
means the gathering, preparing, collecting, 
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